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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION ( ' 
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Status 

1)S Responsive to communication® filed on 27 May 2003 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)gl This action is non-final. 

3) D ?.L~H thiS appl ? tion isin . condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 C D 1 1 453 O G 213 

Disposition of Claims ' •■■«>. 

4) K Claim(s) 59-144 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) IE Claim(s) 95-144 is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 59-94 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) Q The drawing® filed on is/are. a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved bythe Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d) or (0. 
a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 


3.D copie * i of the certifiec I copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

i^rvi 3 ! 1=1 The translation of the fore '9 n language provisional application has been received 

15) |*] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
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Applicant's communication after final rejection, filed on May 27, 2003, has been 
carefully studied by the Examiner. The previously applied 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) and 
103(a) rejections of claims 95-144 have been obviated by the claim amendments, and 
those rejections are withdrawn. Claims 95-144 now stand allowed. In reviewing all of 
the claims of this application, however, the Examiner notes that claims 59-94 (indicated 
as allowable in the previous Office action) should have been included in the rejection 
based upon the Kunio et al reference. This oversight is deeply regretted. Accordingly, 
a new rejection of claims 59-94 is set forth below and THE FINALITY OF THE 
PREVIOUS OFFICE ACTION IS HEREBY WITHDRAWN. The present action is not 
made final. 

Claims are objected to because of the following minor informalities: In line 4 of 
each of claims 78 and 79, "a least one" should be "at least one". The term "switch 
configured" should be changed to "switch is configured" in the following instances: claim 
106, lines 7 and 10; claim 108, lines 7 and 10; claim 115, line 13; claim 128, line 12; 
claim 132, line 12; claim 135, line 12; claim 136, lines 9 and 12; claim 139, line 12; claim 
140, line 12; and claim 143, line 12. In claims 129, 133, and 138, the parenthetical 
notation "(f)" is missing and should be supplied. Appropriate correction is required. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 59-94 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being clearly anticipated 
by Japanese Published Patent Disclosure No. 5-107485 to Kunio et al. Note that the 
publication date of this Disclosure is April 30, 1993. Kunio et al discloses an optical 
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switch comprising a pair of facing two-dimensional arrays of actuated mirrors which can 
be configured for switching an optical beam from any input port on either array to any 
output port on either array. Since each mirror in the Kunio et al arrays is individually 
addressable, the switch can be configured to have a specific mirror to receive an optical 
beam from a corresponding one specific input port, or to have a specific output port 
receive an optical beam from a corresponding one specific mirror in the array. Similarly, 
each mirror in each mirror array in Kunio et al can be configured to steer an optical 
beam to any, but not more than one for a given setting, other mirror. Kunio et al further 
discloses lenses for positioning optical beams onto the arrays of actuated mirrors. 

Claims 95-144 are allowed. The reasons for allowability have been developed 
previously during the prosecution of this application. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims in this application have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning the merits of this communication should be directed to 
Examiner John D. Lee at telephone number (703) 308-4886. The Examiner's normal 
work schedule is Tuesday through Friday, 6:30 AM to 5:00 PM. Any inquiry of a general 
or clerical nature (i.e. a request for a missing form or paper, etc.) should be directed to 
the Technology Center 2800 receptionist at telephone number (703) 308-0956, to the 
technical support staff supervisor (Team 2) at telephone number (703) 308-3072, or to 
the Technology Center 2800 Customer Service Office at telephone number (703) 306- 
3329. 



